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TOWN OFFICERS, 1953 


SELECTMEN 
Kenneth W. Robbins 
Russell M. Gilman 
Clayton S. Ham 


TOWN CLERK AND TREASURER 
Irma Sullivan 


TAX COLLECTOR 
Ida M. Horner 


ROAD AGENT 
John Rivers 


POLICE OFFICERS 
Ralph Steele, Jr. 
Robert McGee 


FIRE WARDENS 
Bert Benton 
Lester Bradley 
Carl Broad 
Spencer Ham 


SUPERINTENDENT OF CEMETERIES 
Scott Benton 


Park 6-3924 
Park 6-3554 
No Phone 


Park 6-2227 


Park 6-2929 


Park 6-3553 


No Phone 
Park 6-3027 


Park 6-38229 
N. W. 3965 
Park 6-2535 
No Phone 


Park 6-2927 


OVERSEER OF POOR & HEALTH OFFICER 


Charles Robertson 


MODERATOR 
Kenneth W. Robbins 


LIBRARY TRUSTEES 


Park 6-3435 


Park 6-3924 


Frances Avery, Ethel Robinson, Isabel Ham 


TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS 


Glenroy Howland, Scott Benton, Kenneth Robbins 


SUPERVISORS OF CHECK LIST 
Florence Steele, Clarence Downing 
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Hear Ye- Hear Ye! 





THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


To the Inhabitants of the Town of Thornton in the 
County of Grafton in said State, qualified to vote in 
Town Affairs: 


You are hereby notified to meet at the Town 
House in said Thornton on Tuesday, the 9th day of 
March next, at nine of the clock in the forenoon, to 
act upon the following subjects: 


1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the 
year ensuing. 


2. To consider the Budget—item by item—as 
printed, and to raise such sums of money as may be 
necessary. 


3. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen 
to hire money in anticipation of taxes. 


4. To see if a discount will be allowed on property 
taxes paid before a certain date to be later set by the 
Selectmen. 


5. To see if the Town will vote to sell Town Prop- 
erty taken on tax title. 
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6. To see if the Town will vote to increase the 
auditors’ pay from $8.00 to $12.00 each. 


7. To see if the Town will vote to buy a new power 
mower for the cemeteries. 


8. To see if the Town wishes to purchase a port- 
able fire pump and hose for the fire department. 


9. To see what action the Town may wish to take 
with regards to adopting the Non-Partisan Town Ballot 
System. 


10. To see if the Town will vote to request the 
State to classify streams in Mill Brook and! the Gore. 


11. To see if the Town will vote to petition the 
State Highway Department to number the east side 
road from Route 3 at Squam Lake to Route 3 at North 


Woodstock. 


12. To transact any other business that may come 
before said meeting. 


Given under our hands and seal, this first day of 
February in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and fifty-four. 


KENNETH W. ROBBINS, 
RUSSELL M. GILMAN, 
CLAYTON 8. HAM, 


Selectmen of Thornton 


A true copy of Warrant—Attest: 
KENNETH W. ROBBINS, 
RUSSELL M. GILMAN, 
CLAYTON 8S. HAM, 


Selectmen of Thornton 


THE BUDGET 


Estimates Of Expenditures For Ensuing Year 


PURPOSES 


General Government: 


Town Officers’ Salaries 
Town Officers’ Expenses 
Election and Registration 
Town Hall and 

other buildings 


Protection of Persons and Property: 


Police 
Fire Department 
Blister Rust 


Health: 


Vital Statistics 
Town Dump 


Highways and Bridges: 
Summer Maintenance 
Winter Maintenance 


General Expenses 
T. R. A. 


Libraries: 
Including janitor service 


Public Welfare: 


Town Poor 
Old Age Assistance 


Patriotic Purposes: 
Memorial Day and Memorial 


6 


EXPENDITURES 
Actual Estimated 
1953 1954 

$ 1,267.00 $ 1,285.00 
597.38 600.00 
32.00 200.00 
46.98 200.00 
25.00 50.00 
235.14 600.00 

200.00 

6.00 20.00 
150.00 150.00 
2,233.38 2,200.00 
3,242.18 3,500.00 

738.00 800.00 

262.07 266.18 

150.00 100.00 

665.32 300.00 

1,999.86 1,800.00 

24.00 45.00 


THE BUDGET - Continued 


PURPOSES 


Public Service Enterprises: 
Cemeteries 


Unclassified: 
Adv. and Regional Assoc. 


Highways and Bridges: 
New Construction 
Hartwell Bridge 
Tarring 


Other Gov’t. Divisions: 


County Taxes 
School 


Total Expenditures 


EXPENDITURES 


Actual Estimated 
1953 1954 


294.49 500.00 
$ 60.00 $ 66.22 


1,000.00 
2,237.76 
1,053.81 1,200.00 


1,723.24 1,750.00 
19,148.02 23,715.51 


$ 36,191.96 $40,547.91 






WHAT IT WILL COST 


HOW TO PAY FOR IT 






The previous two pages help you to de- 
termine WHAT you propose to provide for 
carrying on the cost of running Town affairs 
for another year. 


To judge the amount of the Appropria- 
tion that the Selectmen are calling for, com- 
pare their estimates for 1954 with the actual 
expenditures of the past year, which may be 
found itemized on Pages 20-24. 


The next following page determines 
HOW the costs of running the. Town are to 
be provided. 


The Budget continued 


Amount To Be Raised By Property Taxes 


Sourees of Revenue 


Actual Estimated 


1953 1954 
From State: 
Interest and Dividend Tax §$ 210.95 $ 200.00 
Railroad Tax 67.09 65.00 
Savings Bank Tax 85.99 85.00 


Reimbursement a/c Exemption of 

Growing Wood and Timber’ 1,655.61 1,650.00 
Fighting Forest Fires 48.66 
National Forest Reserve 896.03 900.00 


From Local Sources Except Taxes: 


Dog Licenses 218.50 200.00 
Int. on Taxes and Deposit 200.64 100.00 
Income from Trust Funds 100.00 100.00 
Motor Vehicle Permits 1,688.77 1,600.00 


From Other Local Taxes: 





Poll Taxes @ $2.00 296.00 290.00 
Total $ 5,468.24 $ 5,190.00 
Amount to be raised by Prop. Taxes $ 35,357.91 
Total Revenues $ 40,547.91 


Assessment Statisties 


Land and Buildings $636,274.00 
Electric Plant 72,824.00 
Horses 59 4,425.00 | 
Cows 144 16,700.00 
Other Neat Stock 23 1,875.00 
Sheep and Goats 50 565.00 
Hogs 6 200.00 
Fowl 50 50.00 
Vehicles 2 1,300.00 
Portable Mills 700.00 
“Wood and Lumber 1,825.00 
Gasoline Pumps and Tanks 930.00 
Stock in Trade 7,500.00 


Total Gross Valuation before Exemptions $744,668.00 


Less Soldiers’ Exemptions 31,300.00 
Net Valuation on Which 

Tax Rate was Computed $718,368.00 
Tax Rate per C of Valuation $ 4.46 
Property Taxes Committed 31,816.23 
Poll Taxes Committed 434.00 
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Description 


Town Hall, Land and Buildings 
Furniture and Equipment 


Libraries 
Furniture and Equipment 


Fire Department 
Equipment 


Highway Department 
Equipment 
Materials and Supplies 
Cemeteries 


Schools, Lands and Buildings 
Equipment 


Land and Buildings acquired through 
Tax Collector’s Deeds 


Carrie Royce lot 
Mike Nugent lot 


Total 


11 


Value 


$ 2,000.00 
100.00 


50.00 
100.00 
200.00 
100.00 


200.00 


6,000.00 
3,000.00 


50.00 
150.00 


$ 11,950.00 


Financial Report, 1953 


ASSETS 
Cash: 


In Hands of Treasurer 
U. S. Savings Bonds 


Accounts Due to the Town: 


From State 
Refund Forest Fires 
Reimbursement Federal Lands 
Bounties 
Abated 1951 Head Tax 
National Forest Reserve 


Unredeemed Taxes: 


Levy of 1952 
Levy of 1951 
Previous Years 


Uncollected Taxes: 


Levy of 19538 

Levy of 1952 

State Head Taxes—1953 
State Head Taxes—Previous 


Total Assets 
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$ 10,265.15 
182.80 


43.49 
1,650.00 
55.25 
5.00 
900.00 


608.39 
51.02 
4.59 


8,107.96 
161.41 
450.00 

50.00 


$ 22,535.06 


LIABILITIES 


Accounts Owed by Town: 
Bills Outstanding— 


December Old Age 
Campton Fire Dept.—2 fires 
Others (estimated) 


$ 150.00 
200.00 
50.00 


Unexpended Balances of Special Appropriations: 


Cemeteries 
Civil Defense 
Tarring 


Reserve a/c Future Yield Tax Loss 


Due to the State: 


State Head Taxes—1953 
Uncollected 
Collected, not remitted 
Due to School District: 


Balance of Appropriation 


Total Liabilities 


Excess of Assets over Liabilities 
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155.51 
225.00 
146.19 
353.75 


450.00 
69.50 


13,829.18 


$ 15,629.13 
6,905.98 


$ 22,535.06 
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TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 


December 31, 1953 


Received for Auto Permits—1952 $ 6.76 
Received for Auto Permits—1953 1,682.01 
Received for Dog Licenses 218.50 
Paid to Town Treasurer $ 1,907.27 


IRMA SULLIVAN, 
Town Clerk 


SELECTMEN’S ACCOUNT 


WITH THE SCHOOL BOARD 


Balance Due Schools Jan. 1, 1953 $ 11,923.31 
Appropriation for year ’53-’54 20,605.87 


Total due School $ 32,529.18 
Orders—Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 $ 19,148.02 
Less 4 National Forest Res. 448.02 


Net amount drawn from appropriation 18,700.00 


Bal. available for remainder of 
School Term $ 18,829.18 
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TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT 
Summary of Warrant 
Property, Poll and Yield Taxes 
Levy of 1953 


Dr. 
Taxes Committed to Collector: 
Property Taxes $ 31,816.23 


Poll Taxes 434.00 
Yield Taxes 1,570.90 
; Total Warrant $ 33,821.13 
- Added Taxes 
Poll Taxes 16.00 
Property Taxes 53.52 
Interest Collected 15.81 


Total Debits 


Cr 
Remittances to Treasurer: 
Property Taxes $ 24,947.52 
Poll Taxes 296.00 
Interest Collected 15.81 
Discount Allowed 524.48 
Abatements 14.69 
Uncollected Taxes as per Collector’s List: 
Property Taxes 6,391.06 
Poll Taxes 146.00 
Yield Taxes 1,570.90 


Total Credits 
16 


TREASURER’S REPORT 
December 31, 1953 





Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1952 $ 11,826.19 

Received from Selectmen 3,300.38 

Received from Town Clerk 1,907.27 

Received from Tax Collector 

1950 Redemption $ 86.22 
1951 Redemption 170.39 
1952 Redemption 112.94 
1950 Poll Tax 11.55 
1951 Poll Tax 6.87 
1952 Tax Levy 3,750.13 
1952 Tax Sale 719.78 
1953 Tax Levy 20,209.30 
1951 Yield Tax 26.80 
1952 Yield Tax 221.74 
1951 Head Tax 5.50 
1952 Head Tax 423.50 
1953 Head’ Tax 904.50 

$ 31,699.25 

Total Receipts $ 48,733.04 

Total Payments 38,467.89 

Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1953 $ 10,265.15 


IRMA SULLIVAN, 
Town Treasurer 
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Selectmen - In Aceount With 


Year Ending December 31, 1953 


RECEIPTS 
From Local! Taxes: 
Property Taxes, 1953 $ 24,947.52 
Poll Taxes, 1953 296.00 
State Head Taxes 900.00 
Total 19538 Taxes collected 
and remitted $ 26,143.52 
Taxes previous years 4,339.54 
Poll taxes, previous years 152.00 
Head taxes, previous years 445.00 
Interest on taxes 200.64 
Penalties on Head Taxes 49.00 
Tax Sales redeemed 369.55 
$ 5,555.73 


From State: 
Interest and Dividend Tax $% 210.95 


Railroad Tax 67.09 
Savings Bank Tax and Building 
and Loan Assoc. Tax 85.99 
Reimbursement a/c State and 
Federal Forest Lands 1,655.61 
National Forest Reserve 896.03 
Fighting Forest Fires 48.66 
Bounties 26.00 
$ 2,990.33 
I'rom Local Sources, Except Taxes: 
Dog Licenses $ 218.50 
Income from Trust Funds 100.00 
Registration of Motor Vehicles 
1952 Permits 6.76 
Registration of Motor Vehicles 
19538 Permits 1,682.01 
—————_ § 2,007.27 
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Reeeipts (Continued) 


Receipts Other Than Current Revenue: 
Sale of Town Property: 





Owner Unknown Lot $ 150.00 
Cemetery Lot 10.00 
Refund from Albert Clarke 
hospital care 50.00 
; eee $ 210.00 
Total Receipts $ 36,906.85 
Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1953 11,826.19 
Grand Total $ 48,733.04 
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Town of Thornton 
Year Ending December 31, 1953 
DETAIL OF PAYMENTS 


Town Officers’ Salaries: 
K. W. Robbins, Selectman $ 190.00 


Russell Gilman, Selectman 200.00 
Clayton Ham, Selectman 200.00 
Irma Sullivan, Treasurer 150.00 
Irma Sullivan, Clerk 100.00 
Ida M. Horner, Tax Collector 250.00 
K. W. Robbins, Moderator 15.00 
Vera Hazeltine, Librarian 104.00 
“Ethel Shores, Librarian 12.00 
Charles Robertson, Overseer 20.00 

Evelyn Benton, Trustee 
of Trust Funds 10.00 
Phyllis Holbrook, Auditor 8.00 
Glenn Duffy, Auditor 8.00 

$ 1,267.00 


Town Officers’ Expenses: 


Bertram Pulsifer, Bonds $ 86.00 
Bertram Pulsifer, Insurance 75.80 
Brown & Saltmarsh, Tax Books LAT 
Brown & Saltmarsh, 


Juror Notices 2.19 
Brown & Saltmarsh, 

Dog Licenses 3.45 
Brown & Saltmarsh, 

Police Badge 1.53 
N. H. Assessors Assoc., dues 3.00 
N. H. Tax Collectors Assoc., dues 3.00 
N. H. Town Clerks Assoc., dues 2.00 
K. W. Robbins, Expenses 1.48 
R. M. Gilman, Expenses 16.60 
Ida M. Horner, Expenses 36.47 
Glenn Duffy, Expenses 53 
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Payments (Continued) 


U.S. Auto & Truck Guide 7.00 
Branham, Registration Book 4.00 
Brennan Co., Auto Book 2.00 
Wheeler & Clark, Dog Tags 7.20 
Record Print, Town Reports 227.95 
F. J. Shores, Transfers 11.87 
Anna Proctor, Transfers 40 


Ida M. Horner, Cost of Tax Sale 46.80 
Ardelle Gilman, Copying Records 20.00 
State Treasurer, Head Tax Penalty 1.24 
Sargent Bros., Tax Invoices 19.40 
$ 597.38 


Election and Registration: 


Florence Steele, Supervisor $ 16.00 
Clarence Downing, Supervisor 16.00 


Town Hall and Other Buildings: 


K. W. Robbins, Safety Box $ 22.98 
N. H. Electric Co-op., 
Seasonal Bill 24.00 


Police Department: 
Ralph Steele, Jr., Officer $ 25.00 


Fire Department: 


State of N. H., Fire Tools $ 4.20 
Bert Benton, Warden, Training 31.54 
Bert Benton, Warden, Dump Fire 199.40 

————— § 235.14 
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Payments (Continued) 


Bounties: 


George W. Fadden, Bounty $ 
J. J. Morin, Bounty 

K. W. Robbins 

Clayton Ham 

Russell Gilman 


Vital Statistics: 
Irma Sullivan, Clerk $ 


Dog Damage: 
. “Scott Benton, chickens $ 


Highways & Bridges: 


Summer Work $ 
Winter Work 
Toho 


Highway General Expense: 


Chase Grain, Salt $ 

Chase Grain, Salt & Culverts 

F. J. Avery, Repairs 

Draper Corp., Bridge Plank 

State of N. H., Sandwich 
Notch Rd. 

State of N. H., Tar Patch 

Steele Bros., Bridge Plank 

Clarence Downing, Water Trough 

White Mt. Power Co., 
Blinker Light 

John Rivers, Expenses 
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5.00 
5.00 
9.50 
13.00 

pee pire 


2,233.38 
3,242.13 
262.07 


24.40 


125.05 


16.20 


39.60 
500.00 


175.00 


22.25 
3.00 


6.54 
25.54 


$ ©. 5.25 
$ 6.00 
$ 22.50 
$ 5,737.58 
$ 738.38 


Payments (Continued) 
Libraries: 


Vera Hazeltine, Janitor Service $ 17.50 
Frances Avery, Appropriation 82.50 
Frances Avery, Lee Trust 


Fund Dividend 50.00 
——_—_—_——. § 150.00 
Public Welfare: 
Town Poor $ 665.32 
Old Age Assistance 1,999.86 
LS 2 665.18 


Memorial Day & War Memorial: 


Flags, Scott Benton $ 9.00 
Care of Memorial, Willie Downing 15.00 


$ 24.00 
Public Service Enterprises: 
Town Dump $ 150.00 
Cemeteries 244.49 
Mad River Cemetery, Lee Fund 50.00 
neercrertecremtar sey AMET eo 
Unclassified Payments: 
Taxes Bought by Town $ 719.78 
Advertising 60.00 
Legal Expenses 11.00 
State of N. H., Head Taxes 1,255.20 
Irma Sullivan, Commissions 178.35 
Ida M. Horner, Commissions 33.85 
seninmnerenniecieen NaN: Le EES 


Highway Construction: 


Tarring $ 1,053.81 
Hartwell Bridge— 
George McQuestin, Lumber 1,611.34 
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Payments (Continued) 


Stanley Works, Clips 21.97 
F. J. Avery, Spikes & Bolts 52.97 
West End Welding, Rent 

of Generator 10.00: 
Edwin Gilman, Labor 25.63: 
Russell Gilman, Labor and 

Expenses 40.30 
Winston Merrill, Labor 20.50 
Albert Clarke, Labor and 

Use of Tools 30.50 
Alton Benton, Labor 19.50 
Dick Bradley, Labor 8.50 
John Rivers, Labor and 

Equipment 396.55 

——————. § 3,291.57 


Payments to Other Governmental Divisions: 


County Tax ng By pa. 
School Appropriation 18,700.00: 
School, 14 of Nat. For. Res. 448.02 
$20,871.26 
Total Payments $ 38,467.89 
Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1953 10,265.15 
Grand Total $ 48,733.04 
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VETERANS’ EXEMPTIONS 


Anderson, Richard A. 
Avery, Amos 
Benton, Scott, Jr., 
Binette, Hazel 
Boyce, Floyd 
Browne, Archie 
Cooper, Mary G. 
‘Demers, Peter 
Devine, Edward 
‘Dollahite, K. J., Jr. 
Downing, Howard 
Downing, Richard 
Downing, Mrs. Robert 
Fulton, Harold 
Gilman, Russell 
Hartwell, Nathaniel 
Haynes, Kenneth 
Holbrook, Raymond 
Holub, Joseph 
Howard, Alfred 
Jennings, Peter 
Lacourse, George 
Manion, Stanley 
Marshall, Roland 
McGee, Robert 
Ouellet, Charles 
Piper, John 
Romprey, Lizafore 
Smith, Mrs. Frances 
Steele, Frank 
Steele, Roger 
Thoresen, Walter 
Vintinner, Guy 


Westcott, Mrs. Carlton 


$ 1,000.00 


800.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 

150.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 

600.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 

100.00 
1,000.00 

650.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 


$ 31,300.00 


Soldiers’ exemption applications must be filed 
with the Selectmen each and every year before 
April 15th, otherwise no exemption can be granted. 
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Town Roads 


SUMMER MAINTENANCE 


This year there was no money available for new 
construction. As the TRA work hasn’t been done yet, 
there was little improvement accomplished except that 
which was done with maintenance money. 


The Town is very fortunate to have available an 
agent who is equipped with nearly $6,000.00 worth of 
trucks, tractors and other equipment, and can accom- 
plish nearly all of the maintenance work alone. 


A small bridge was lost in the Gore during the 
high water in the Spring which cost about $50.00 to 
replace. A bad washout occurred near the Blake Moun- 
tain Cabins during the summer. Expenses on the job 
came to about $45.00 for repairs. 


Along with the general duties of scraping, ditch- 
ing, hauling gravel, grading and repairing fences and 
bridges and culverts, the bushes were mowed on nearly 
all the roads this year, some for the first time in six 
years. In all, $2,233.38 was spent for summer work. 
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WINTER ROADS 


The program which has recently been adopted to 
take care of winter roads has proved to be very satis- 
factory. We have received excellent service, both plow- 
ing and sanding, and each year improvement can be 
seen in our roads in the winter time. The plowing this 
year under the new contracts came within the mini- 
mum bracket, therefore costing the Town exactly 
$2,400.00. Bert Benton’s sanding account came to 
$437.38 and putting up snow fence, putting out the 
sand, and clearing the brush after the November ’52 
storm came to $404.75, a grand total of $3,242.13 for 
all winter work. 
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TOWN ROADS 


A job which has been necessary for some time was 
tended to this year. The Hartwell Bridge was rebuilt 
with complete new treated planks and sills, the abut- 
ment on the west end was rebuilt, and the approaches 
on both ends were greatly improved. An electric gen- 
erator was rented to provide power for boring and 
also a chain saw for necessary cutting. The planks and 
timbers cost $1,611.84, spikes, bolts and other hard- 
ware came to $74.94, labor and other expenses came to 
$154.93 and the new abutment and approaches cost 
$396.55, a total of $2,237.76. Approximately 250 yards 
of gravel were used in the approaches, all of which was 
donated by Dick Bradley. 


All the roads received a new coat of tar except 
the Gore, which will be done this year. Some of the 
others should have a second coat as they were so badly 
worn. 
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Non-Partisan Ballot System 


The topic of the year seems to be the Non-Partisan 
Ballot System. It would save a lot of time and work 
in this matter and would make it possible for many 
people to vote who would like to but are unable to at- 
tend the meeting at the right time. It would provide 
a permanent record of all votes cast. It would let the 
rest of the meeting go through faster and be over 
sooner so more people could remain throughout the 
entire meeting. 


Facts About the Non-Partisan Ballot System 


The Non-Partisan Ballot System may be adopted 
under an article in the Warrant for any Town Meeting. 


The Non-Partisan Ballot System may be rescinded 
in the same manner. 


The System will be in effect at the next meeting 
after it is adopted. 


A plurality vote shall elect. 
The Town Clerk shall prepare all ballots. 


All candidates shall file with the Town Clerk be- 
fore 6:00 P. M. of the second Monday before Town 
Meeting. 


Each candidate for an office must pay a fee of 
$1.00 at the time of filing, except a candidate for an 
office which pays no salary. 


Only those officers who are required to be elected 
by ballot shall be elected in this way. 


Blank spaces are provided for the voter to write 
in any additional name he may wish. 
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CEMETERY REPORT 


A balance was left over from the cemetery account 
this year of $155.51. This was due to lack of rain, so 
there was less mowing to be done. A ton of fertilizer 
was purchased and sowed on Pine Grove and Mad 
River Cemeteries. 


The mower has been used for a number of years 
and has given considerable trouble lately. The Town 
should consider purchasing a new mower and keep the 
old one to use on the unimproved sections of the cem- 
eteries. 


' Including the fertilizer, mowing, putting out flags, 
and other general upkeep, $294.49 was spent this year. 


SCOTT BENTON, 


Superintendent 


AUDITORS’ REPORT 


We hereby certify we have examined the accounts 
of the Selectmen, Town Treasurer, Town Clerk, Tax 
Collector, Trustees of Trust Funds and Road Agents 
for the year ending December 31, 1953 and found them 
correctly kept and properly vouched. 

GLENWOOD H. DUFFY, 
ALFRED HOWARD, 
January 19, 1954 Auditors 
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LIBRARY REPORT 


FOR 1953 
TRUSTEES 
Receipts 
Received from Selectmen (Appropriation) $ 82.50 
Interest from Walter Lee Trust Fund 50.00 
Library Dues 2.60 
Total Receipts D 135.10 
Payments 
Personal Book Shop $ 99.95 
Magazines 35.15 
Total Payments $ 135.10 


FRANCES AVERY, 
Library Trustee 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 


Books Circulated 1575 
Bookmobile Circulated 245 
Magazines Circulated 316 
Books Purchased 44 
Gift of Books from Carl Boyer 5 
Library Dues $2.60 
VERA HAZELTINE, 
Librarian 


Selectmen’s Note: The balance of appropriation not 
shown in the Library report was paid for janitor 
service in the library. 
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School District 


THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


To the Inhabitants of the School District in the 
town of Thornton qualified to vote in district affairs: 


You are hereby notified to meet at the Town House 
in said district on the 9th day of March 1954, at 2:00 
o’clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following sub- 
jects: 


1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year. 
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year. 


3. To choose a Member of the School Board for 
the ensuing three years. 


4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year. 


5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the 
School Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compen- 
sation of any other officers or agent of the district. 


6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Com- 
mittees, or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating 
thereto. 


7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in 
relation to any subject embraced in this warrant. 


8. To see if the district will vote to make any al- 
teration in the amount of money required to be assessed 
for the ensuing year for the support of public schools 
and the payment of the statutory obligations of the 
district, as determined by the school board in its an- 
nual report. 


9. To see if the District will vote to appropriate a 
sum not to exceed $59,573.44 for the purpose of con- 
structing and equipping a new elementary school and 
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for the purchase of any land which may be necessary 
to locate such school, such sum to be raised through the 
issuance of not exceeding $59,573.44 in serial bonds 
under and in compliance with the provisions of the 
Municipal Finance Act (Chapter 72 of the revised laws 
of New Hampshire) and Chapter 9 of the Session Laws 
of 1953; and to authorize the School Board to issue and 
negotiate such bonds and to determine the rate of 
interest thereon and the time and place of payment 
thereof and to take such other action as may be neces- 
sary to effect the issuance, negotiation and sale of such 
bonds as shall be in the best interests of the Thornton 
School District. 


10. To transact any other business that may le- 
gally come before this meeting. 


Given under our hands at said Thornton this 12th 
day of February, 1954. 


NELLIE M. ADAMS, 
PHYLLIS B. HOLBROOK, 
EVA S. GREY,, 

School Board 


A true copy of Warrant—Attset: 


NELLIE M. ADAMS, 
PHYLLIS B. HOLBROOK, 
EVA S. GREY,, 

School Board 


OFFICERS OF THORNTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 


School Board 
Mrs. Eva S. Grey, Chairman 
Mrs. Nellie Adams 
Mrs. Phillis B. Holbrook 


Treasurer and Clerk 


Mrs. Irma Sullivan 


Auditor 


Frances Avery 


Superintendent of Schools 
Arthur S. Rollins 


SCHOOL TREASURER’S REPORT 


Received from Selectmen, Appropriation $ 6,500.00 


Received from Selectmen, Forest Reserve 367.00 
Received from School Board 
Refund on check 4,52 
1953 
Received from Selectmen, Appropriation 10,000.00 
Received from School Board, sale of stove 10.00 
Received from School Board, 
Lyford School Account 1.00 
$ 16,882.52 
Cash on hand, June 30, 1952 61.42 
$ 16,943.94 
Total Payments 16,729.86 
Cash on hand, June 30, 1953 $ 214.08 


IRMA SULLIVAN, 


District Treasurer 


FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE 
THORNTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 
For the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 1952, 
and Ending June 30, 1953 


Receipts 


Federal Aid 
National Forest Reserve > 367.00 


Superintendent’s Salary 


Total ———— $ 367.00 
Local Taxation 
Current Appropriation 16,500.00 
Total ————— 16,500.00 
Other Sources 
Other 15.52 
Total 15.52 
Cash on Hand at Beginning of Year, 
July 1, 1952 
General Fund 61.42 
Total 61.42 
Grand Total Net Receipts $ 16,943.94 
Payments 
High Elementary 
School School 
Administration 
Salaries of District Officers $ ° 300.00 


(local share) 215.78 


Tax for State Wide Supervision 26.00 


Salaries of Other Adminis- 
trative Personnel 
Supplies and Expenses 


Instruction 


Teachers’ Salaries 

Books and Other Instruc- 
tional Aids 

Scholars’ Supplies 


Supplies and other expenses 


Operation of School Plant 


Salaries of Janitors 
Fuel or Heat 
Water, Light, Supplies 
and Expenses 
Maintenance of School Plant 


Repairs and Replacements 


Auxiliary Activities 
Health Supervision 
Transportation 
Tuition 

Fixed Charges 


Retirement 
Insurance, Treas. Bonds 
and Expenses 


Total Net Current Expenses 


Capital Outlay 


Tands and New Buildings 
New Equipment 


2,646.15 





$ 2,672.15 


158.00 


35.02 
141.84 


6,235.55 
317.01 


246.01 
115.44 


169.50 
352.90 


94.11 


332.71 


206.24 
4,384.50 


469.90 
43.20 
$13,817.66 


$ 48.30 
191.75 


$ 2,672.15 $14,057.71 


Total Net Payments for 
All Purposes 


Cash on hand at End of Year 
(June 30, 1953) 


Grand Total Net Payments 
Balance Sheet June 30, 1953 


Assets 


Cash on Hand June 30, 1953 
Accounts Due to District 
From Town 


Total Assets 


Grand Total 
Liabilities 
Summer Salaries 
Clerical Service 
Graduation Expenses 


Reference Material 
Oil Burner for Mad River 


Total Liabilities 
Surplus (Excess of Assets 
Over Liabilities) 


Grand Total 


$ 16,729.86 


214.08 


$ 16,943.94 


214.08 
1,923.31 


2,137.39 


2,137.39 


1,293.52 
4.05 
3.50 

340.00 
180.00 


1,821.07 


316.32 


2,137.39 


Certificate 


This is to certify that the information contained 
in this report was taken from official records and is 
complete and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. The accounts are kept in accordance with Sec- 
tion 24 of Chapter 82 of the Revised Laws of New 
Hampshire 1942, and upon forms prescribed by the 
State Tax Commission. 


EVA S. GREY, 

NELLIE ADAMS, 

PHYLLIS B. HOLBROOK, 
School Board 


ARTHUR 8S. ROLLINS, Supt. 
July 7, 1953 


SCHOOL BOARD’S ESTIMATE FOR 1954-1955 


Expenditures 

Administration 

Salaries of District Officers o 300.00 

Superintendent’s Salary 237.06 

Tax for statewide supervision 190.00 

Salaries of other administrative personnel 85.00 

Supplies and expenses 221i) 
Instruction 

Teachers’ Salaries 8,620.00 

Books and other instruction aids 275.00 

Scholars’ Supplies 275.00 

Other Expenses 150.00 
Operation of School Plant 

Salaries of Janitors 175.00 

Fuel 375.00 

Water Light and Supplies 120.00 
Maintenance of School Plant 

Repairs and Replacements 250.00 

Health Supervision 275.00 

Transportation 4,500.00 

High School Tuition 4,320.00 

Special Activities Fund 50.00 
Fixed Charges 

Teachers’ Retirement 635.16 

Insurance and Treas. Bond 50.00 

Contingency Fund 430.00 
Capital Outlay 

Land for New School 630.00 
Special Appropriation 

Water for New School 2,000.00 

$ 24,163.53 
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Estimated Income 


Forest Reserve $ 448.02 
District Assessment 23,715.51 
$ 24,163.53 


NELLIE M. ADAMS, 
PHYLLIS B. HOLBROOK, 
EVA 8. GREY, 


School Board 


SUPERINTENDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT 


TO THE THORNTON SCHOOL BOARD: 


This is my eleventh and final report as Superin- 
tendent of Schools in Thornton. The items discussed are 
those about which, it seems to me, you should have 
information. 


At the beginning of the present year, the Center 
School was crowded to the point where it became ne- 
cessary to have two fifth grade children enrolled in the 
West Thornton School. Their return to the Center 
School is now possible because of some withdrawals. 
For a time, our plan of having only grades 1 to 4 in 
West Thornton and grades 5 to 8 at the Center School 
had to be changed. As we look ahead to the time when 
our present grades 1 to 4 have progressed another four 
years, it will be again impossible for any one of our 
existing buildings to house them all. This, of course, 
gives added emphasis to the wisdom of your planning 
for a new school in Thornton. 


Interest in a new school seems to be well sustained 
and the building committee is earnestly working to get 
information to put before the school district meeting. 
An option on enough land for a suitable building site 
has been taken so that the question of where a new 
building can be erected need not be troublesome. The 
members of the building committee and all others 
interested in the educational future of Thornton are 
to be congratulated for the work already done. 


The item of high school tuition is variable from 
year to year and one of the most difficult to estimate 
closely for budget presentation. Thornton pupils may 
choose to attend any one of three high schools, no two 
of which have identical tuition charges. Since pupils 
living in a town which does not maintain a high school 
are not compelled to go beyond grade 8 if they are 
fourteen years old, we can never be sure how many 
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tuitions must be paid. The only safe estimate we can 
submit is based on the assumption that every eligible 
high school pupil may attend high school. Whenever 
there is any great difference between estimated and 
actual experience, the item of high school tuition seems 
to have been wrongly estimated. There is no way to 
correct this situation. 


Since almost every child in the Thornton schools 
has the benefit of transportation service, this budget 
item is one of importance. Existing contracts may, from 
time to time, have to be subject to change to meet un- 
usual conditions if they are to remain fair to all parties 
concerned. This is true of transportation in the Mad 
River area where more than one bus trip to the school 
was necessary. Because our transportation service now 
gives general coverage of the town, the operation of a 
single central school should not result in much cost 
increase. 


In order to bring our textbook materials up to 
date, certain changes have been underway since Sep- 
tember of 1952. This year all first grade reading ma- 
terial has been of the most recent edition. As of Sep- 
tember 1954, all second grade material will be new 
and a gradual change should be extended up through 
grade 4. A new spelling system is now in operation 
through grades 2-3-4-5. It should be extended into 
grades 6-7 next year. Unified social studies has re- 
placed independent study of history and geography. 
The new series this year is being used in grades 3-4-5-6 
and should be extended to grades 7-8 another year. A 
similar change in English textbooks should be made as 
soon as possible. Because of the expense involved, it 
has seemed best to make the changes on a year-to- 
year basis rather than having excessive cost appear 
in any one year’s business. 


Members of the Thornton School Board and people 
of Thornton are to be commended for their construc- 
tive interest in public schools. Thornton teachers have 
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rendered loyal and efficient service. To all, I wish to 
express my appreciation. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Arthur S. Rollins 


* EXPLANATION OF 
SUPERINTENDENT’S SALARY 


section 5, Chapter 243, Laws of 1953, requires 
that school district annual reports show the total 
amount paid to the superintendent as per the following 
quotation: 


“Reports. Each superintendent of a supervis- 
ory union shall annually prepare a report 
showing the total salary paid to the superin- 
tendent, which report shall show in detail the 
amount derived from the per capita tax and 
the amount paid directly by each school dis- 
trict in the union.” 


One-half of supervisory union expenses is pro- 
rated among the several school districts of the union 
on the basis of adjusted valuation. One-half is pro- 
rated on the basis of average daily membership in the 
schools for the previous school year, ending on June 
30. For the school year 1952-538, the superintendent 
in Union No. 48 received a salary of $5350 which was 
made up as follows: $2275 paid from the per capita 
tax, and $8075 pro-rated among the several school dis- 
tricts. An allowance of $750 for travel within the 
Union was also pro-rated as stated above. 
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The tabulation below shows the portion of salary 


and travel charged to each school district. 


Salary 
Wentworth $ 148.59 


Travel 
$ 47.25 


“oodstock 
Campton 


Dorchester 


Plymouth 
Rumney 
*Thornton 


412.57 122.17 
452.84 145.58 
60.73 16.73 
1,508.77 262.20 
322.49 109.35 
169.01 46.72 


$ 93,075.00 $$ 750.00 


$3,075—Share of districts 


2,275—Share of State from Per Capita Tax 





$5,350—Basic salary of Superintendent 


750—Travel allowance 





$6,100—Received from State Treasurer 


ASR:MVL 


Arthur S. Rollins 
Supt. of Schools 


NORMAN PRESCOTT RANDLETT 
614 Main Street 
Laconia, New Hampshire 


February 2, 1954 


OUTLINE SPECIFICATIONS OF 
PROPOSED SCHOOL BUILDING 
THORNTON, NEW HAMPSHRE 





The walls of the school and the interior partitions 
are to be of cinder blocks, with cement blocks where 
necessary. Foundations will be concrete. Outside walls 
will be trimmed with red brick. 


In the basement, the floor will be concrete laid on 
sand; the same floor will be in the classroom that does 
not have a basement beneath it. Other classroom floors 
and the roof will be framed with Douglas fir joists. 


Classroom floors will be covered with colorful as- 
phalt tiles; the walls will be painted with attractive 
colors; and the ceilings will be tile board. In each class- 
room there will be green chalkboards and tackboards. 


Each classroom will have work benches and 
shelves at one end. Movable steel cabinets will serve 
as closets, and clothing will be hung in portable units 
that can be moved about the room as the teachers wish. 


There will be a 20-year tar and gravel roof, with 
rockwool insulation between the roof joists. 


The plan is so arranged that the children in the 
lower grades enter their classroom with no stairs to 
climb. In this room there will be a toilet, which is par- 
ticularly desirable in a room where there are first and 
second grade pupils. This room, as well as the other 
two classrooms, will have its own lavatory and drinking 
fountain. For the two upper classrooms, there are boys’ 
and girls’ toilets opening from a hall. 
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The teachers’ room will serve as a first aid room, 
a conference room when privacy is desirable, and it 
will also be available as a dressing room for the stage. 


The building will be heated with forced warm air. 
Lighting fixtures will be of types proved satisfactory 
in many other schools. 


A prime objective of the School Board and its 
associates is to secure a school of the most modern 
design, economical to build, using materials that would 
successfully withstand hard usage with a minimum of 
maintenance. 
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1954-55 THORNTON SCHOOL CALENDAR 


September 8, Wednesday, schools open 
September 17, Friday, schools closed—Plymouth Fair 
October 12, Tuesday, schools closed—Columbus Day 
October 14-15, Thursday and Friday, schools closed— 
Teachers Convention 
November 24, Wednesday, schools close at 12:30 
November 25-26, Thursday and Friday, schools closed 
—Thanksgiving Recess 
December 22, Wednesday, schools close at regular time 
—Christmas Recess 
Number of days of school sessions 72 


January 8, Monday, schools open 
February 18, Friday, schools close for February 
vacation 
Number of days of school sessions 35 


February 28, Monday, schools open 
April 22, Friday, schools close for April vacation 
Number of days of school sessions 40 


May 2, Monday, schools open 
May 30, Monday, schools closed for Memorial Day 
June 17, Friday, schools close for the year 

Number of days of School sessions 34 


Total number of days of school for the year 181 days 

Since the two days of Teachers Convention count 
as school days, this calendar actually allows for 183 
days or three more than the required minimum. Unless 
more than three days are lost, no time need be made up. 
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TEACHERS IN THORNTON SCHOOLS, 1953-54 
West Thornton— 
Mrs. Mildred E. Thompson, Grades 1-4 
Center— 
Mrs. Harriette G. Hartwell, Grades 5-8 
Mad River— 
Mrs. Olive Benton, Grades 1-6 


ROLL OF PERFECT ATTENDANCE, 1952-53 


Gloria Anderson 
Bradford Benton 
Pamela Steele 


1953 GRADUATES FROM THORNTON SCHOOLS 


Chester Downing Wayne Rodgers 

June Haywood Freeman Sellingham 

Richard Merrill Marjorie Uhlman 
COMPARATIVE 


THORNTON SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS 


1952-53 1953-54 


Center 27 29 
Mad River ma Za 
West Thornton 26 raf 

15 *79 


* when schools opened 
COMPARATIVE GRADE ENROLLMENTS 


IN THORNTON SCHOOLS 
1952-53 1953-54 


Grade 1 10 13 
Grade 2 9 14 
Grade 8 6 8 
Grade 4 18 8 
Grade 5 6 15 
Grade 6 ia 6 
Grade 7 7 10 
Grade 8 f/ 8 

75 *79 


* when schools opened 
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REPORT OF SCHOOL NURSE 


TO THE THORNTON SCHOOL BOARD: 


I herewith submit my report as School Nurse 
which covers the period of the school year 1952-1953. 


Seventy-seven children were inspected and examined 
and symptoms of these defects were found: 
Dental 
Tonsils 
Vision 
Hearing 
Orthopedic 
These corrections were reported made: 
Dental 
Tonsils 
Vision 
Orthopedic (attended clinics) 


Two children attended the Laconia Orthopedic 
Clinic and one had an operation. One child had an eye 
operation through Sight Conservation Program, and 
two children had examinations and’ received glasses 
through this agency. One child attended the Heart 
Clinic at Hanover. 


Co 


fat 
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Seven children had examinations and immuniza- 
tion vaccinations at the Well Child Conference in pre- 
paration for entering school. 


The Maico Audiometer, purchased through sub- 
scriptions of organizations of Thornton and surround- 
ing towns, is proving very adequate in screening child- 
ren who need medical attention because of poor hear- 
ing. 

No epidemic was evident in the schools but seven 
cases of Chicken Pox were reported. 

I have made 30 school calls, 61 home calls, and 
innumerable business and phone calls and written many 
letters in carrying on the health program in the 
schools. 
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Healthful living, based on prevention of illness, 
is constantly being taught in the classrooms by the 
teachers. As one has said, “‘To cure is the voice of the 
past; to prevent, the divine whisper of today.” 


I thank the School Board, Superintendent, teach- 
ers, pupils, and parents for their kind help during 
the past year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ANNA M. LOVETT, R.N. 


2] 
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